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One. 
Why we need intermediary institutions in 

the United States



Available at: 
www.amacad.org



 The term “science” is interpreted differently by different individuals.

 The “Deficit Model” (i.e. the assumption that improving “science 
literacy” and knowledge will lead to more favorable public 
attitudes/acceptance of scientific findings) is proving not to be the 
panacea some had thought. 





Confidence in Scientific Leaders Remains Relatively Stable











Conclusions

 There is no single “public” that perceives science through a shared 
lens of experiences and values. 

 Mindfulness among science communicators, advocates, and 
researchers of the inherent multiplicity of attitudes toward science is 
necessary for effective, evidence-based communication and outreach 
efforts. 



Two. 
Intermediary Institutions in the U.S. 



Types of Intermediary Institutions 

1. Science Communication

2. Federal Government (lobbying/expertise/advice)

3. Individual States and Localities



Science Communication 

 STUDY science communication 
 Using science to improve science communication 

 DO (and train) science communication 
 Science Counts 

 Alan Alda Center for Communicating Science

 March for Science 

 Many others 



Federal Government 

 CONNECT science with government 
(lobbying/advocacy)
 COSSA

 PRODUCE science for government 
(expertise/advisory bodies)  
 National Academies of Science

 Agency/Department Advisory Councils

 White House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy 



The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine 
(NASEM) is a private, non-profit society of distinguished scholars. 
Established by an Act of Congress, signed by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863, the NAS is charged with providing independent, 
objective advice to the nation on matters related to science and 
technology. 
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Recent NASEM Efforts
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Recent NASEM Efforts
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States and Localities

 Using social science to inform local decisions, address local needs. 
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Three. 
Remaining Questions



Remaining Questions

 Where’s the priority–Should intermediary institutions do the 
translating of the science to stakeholders or work with scientists to 
train them to speak for themselves?

 System-level Issues–Academics and scientists did not go into research 
careers to become public speakers or science translators – they came 
to do research. Where is the incentive?

 Who’s in charge?



Wendy Naus, Executive Director
Email: wnaus@cossa.org

Visit Us: 
www.cossa.org 

www.whysocialscience.com

@COSSADC  #WhySocialScience

Washington, DC  USA
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Bias to impact in intermediary 
institutions

May 18
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A more hostile environment

• Populist backlash

• Brahmins vs Merchants
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SSH faces a more direct crisis of legitimacy

• Physical and Life Sciences –
accessible purpose

• Social Sciences and 
Humanities value to the 
general public deemed more 
limited and contested

• Gove: I think the public have 
had enough of experts
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Challenge has been laid down

• Some in UK top government have even challenged why we fund SSH 

• Policymakers have made it clear ‘You’re good at telling us the problems, we want 
solutions’

• UK REF to make impact 25% (up from 20%) 



© Copyright  2018 Oxford University Innovation Ltd.

How is Oxford innovating to meet these 
challenges?

• OUI, covering spin outs and licenses now has 2 full time staff to support  SSH

• Lean spinout model

• Developing ecosystem: skills, awareness, investor awareness, comms
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Beyond profit: Social Enterprises

• Building 
models to 
match 
aspirations 
of SSH 
academics

• Setup Social 
Enterprise 
fund and 
metrics
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National Level

• Group of UK universities win funding to build 
capacity for spin out and impact

• Capacity building

• Best practice and toolkits
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Emerging Intermediary Institutions
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Growing a toolkit

Not the whole solution, it’s a tool

• Impact/Solutions focused

• Scalable

• Experimental driven
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THANK YOU

www.innovation.ox.ac.uk

twitter.com/OxUInnovation

linkedin.com/company/oxford-university-innovation
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